As some of you may have realised, I have suddenly accepted and sought a lot of Friends on Facebook.  The reason I’m afraid, is not just to chat but to put out an appeal to UK Boxer breeders/owners.  This concerns the current research to find the gene for juvenile kidney disease, JKD or JRD.  I am seeking kidneys from dogs that will have to be put down shortly for other reasons (accidents, cancer, ARVC etc).  These would be to serve for comparison at the molecular level with JKD affected kidneys.  The dogs, by pedigree, should be as distant as possible from sources of JKD, and preferably should not be in their declining years. Because the kidneys are for molecular work rather than standard pathology, procedures have to be done almost immediately post mortem, and this means advance organization.  I know this is a horrendous ask and may be difficult to achieve, but normal kidneys are needed as essential controls for the JKD research.  We have kidneys from one normal Boxer already, but studies using a single control could give misleading results. If anyone can help, please email me (bcattanach@steynmere.freeserve.co.uk).  Brief summaries of the UK situation can be found on my website (steynmere.co.uk), but please note, NOT the relic (steynmere.com).

